


54% (6/11) of WHO-trained
laboratories in genetic sequencing are

conducting pilot testing to ensure
high quality polio laboratory data

93 million children
 vaccinated

13  countries completed 
 15 vaccination rounds (SIAs)

94% (44/47) of countries have
established environmental

surveillance systems

91% (40/47) of countries in the
region are ready for nOPV2 use

1.5 million polio frontline
workers paid with digital finance
solutions in 21 African countries

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rQ0WC3L0lo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rQ0WC3L0lo


Maintaining high quality surveillance to ensure polioviruses are detected on time. The
region achieved a 6.7 Non polio Acute Flaccid Paralysis rate (full year) and a 89% stool
adequacy rate in 2023, meeting targets for both key core surveillance indicators. Over
241,000 active surveillance visits were documented electronically with AFRO developed
technologies in 2023.

Enabling 94% (44/47) of countries in the Region to have optimal Environmental
Surveillance Systems. 47 new environmental surveillance sites were set up in 2023 (7%
more sites compared to the previous year), resulting in enhanced detection activities. More
than 7,300 environmental Acute Flaccid Paralysis specimens were collected and tested in
the past year.

Tracking polioviruses through the 16 Polio laboratories able to provide timely
determination of the origin and type of poliovirus in stool and wastewater samples. In 2023,
WHO conducted trainings for regional polio laboratory data managers and health
professionals. Out of the 11 laboratories trained to carry out genetic sequencing for  polio
(both on Sanger and MinION), 6 are already conducting pilot testing in 2024 to ensure high-
quality laboratory data.

Enhancing country capacities through the AFRO Geographic Information Systems Centre
to map cross-border communities, migratory routes, border crossings and transit routes
using key electronic data tools (eSURV, ODK).

Detecting 78 polioviruses in 15 countries in 2024 (as of 10 May, 2024). cVDPV1 and cVDPV2
cases were confirmed with laboratory testing. 55% (26/47) of countries in the African
Region reported polio cases in the past year. For as long as there is ongoing transmission
elsewhere Africa, with its open borders and deep cultural and economic ties to the world,
shall remain vulnerable, and viceversa.

Responding to polio outbreaks by implementing 15 supplementary immunization activities
(SIAs) in the first quarter of 2024. In total, more than 93 million children were vaccinated
with at least one dose of polio vaccine.

Reaching over 1.5 million frontline workers with timely payments in 21 African countries.
WHO´s Mobile Money digital payment system designated country-specific areas in Mali,
Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire, where 99% of campaign workers were paid successfully in 2023.
The system can serve as a model for agencies committed to delivering improved health
campaigns in resource-challenged settings.

https://www.who.int/data/gho/indicator-metadata-registry/imr-details/3399



