3. WHO-AFR and
partners boost
innovation
and deliver to
build stronger
health systems
and structures
resilient to
emergencies
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From the start, WHO has been at the forefront of the
battle against COVID-19. Over the reporting period, when
NnuMbers across the continent appeared under control,
engaging with partners to consolidate gains was key, by
prepositioning medical supplies and equipment, and
building capacity in health care delivery and administra-
tion.,

WHO-AFR works with five levels of partners: governments,
regional economic bodies, United Nations and Bretton
Woods agencies, funds and programmes and institutions,
bilateral and multilateral donors, and non-State actors
such as universities, civil society organizations and the
private sector. Taking part in key multistakeholder deci-
sion-making platforms, the Organization intensified its
advice to countries on critical preparedness, readiness and
response actions for COVID-19, surveillance, and case inves-
tigation. For example, our team partnered with ministries
of health and national public health institutes in a contin-
uous data analysis and management exercise to inform

policy.

WHO-AFR coordinated with sister agencies of the United
Nations system, Africa CDC, the African Union, Gavi, the
Vaccine Alliance, the African Development Bank, the
World Bank and the Global Fund, bilateral agencies, and
the private sector in most countries, improving access
to infection prevention and treatment supplies — such as
oxygen for respirators — along with access to, and capacity
for testing. Of crucial importance, WHO advocated for —
and secured — a strong commitment by the world's top
economies to timely vaccine distribution in Africa, espe-
cially for countries with chronically fragile health systems,
and where clinical capacity may fall short of new virus vari-
ants.
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Background and summary of partners engaged in the COVID-19 response

- Monthly meetings with
technical partners
(3rd week of the month)

- Information and
knowledge sharing

- Direct support
to countries

Dakar and Nairobi
sub-regional
partner's platform

- Monthly meetings with
technical partners with
regional coverage
(1st week of the month)
including CSO partners

Regional partners - Exchanges on critical
platform on health
emergencies

programmatic challenges
of health emergencies
including COVID-19

- Initial weekly
meetings with some
specific partners
working in the pillars

- Information sharing and
exchanges on how
to address the identified
technical challenges

Regional partners survey
last March

- 15 platforms / forum of partners
engagement for supporting the
response to the COVID-19 pandemic

- Mobilization of 60 partners
through the existing 15 platforms

- Actions of platforms span from
information sharing to the
identification and addressing
of COVID-19 operational challenges

- Quarterly meetings

with Non State Actors
NSA partners and

HHA platforms - Monthly and ad-hoc
meetings with RD's

- Information sharing
on public health issues
for NSA platform

- Decision making
platform for the HHA

Engagement of regional
operational partners

Monthly Regional partners call

- Average of 30 representatives
of partners (MSF, ALIMA, IFRC, UNICEF,
UNHCR, ECHO, AFENET, MDA, CSOs)

- Epi and Operational update
on COVID-19 and other PHEs

- Identification and addressing
strategic operational challenges
Bilateral engagement of partners

- Development of SOPs for reinforcing
the Operational partnerships with MSF,
IFRC, AFENET Regional Representations

Regional partners
platform on health
emergencies

- Joint Regional Partners workforce initiative
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Our relationship with civil society organizations (CSOs)
received an added boost since the beginning of the
year. Starting with regional monthly partners’ calls led
by WHO-AFR, 23 CSOs from 12 countries as of July joined
the Initiative for the Afro Zone (IAZ) designed to: Engage,
Enable and Empower (3E) to respond to health emergen-
cies. Coordinated by WHO AFRO, in close collaboration
with WHO country offices (WCO) and key partners (min-
Istries of health), this initiative aims to increase access to
health information for people in urban and rural areas,
youth, the most vulnerable populations (such as IDPs), and

Update on the engagement
of CSOs partners

- Activities on going in IPC / Case management,
RCCE, vaccination and coordination at regional,
national and local levels

- COVID-19 response activities are ramping up
in all the targeted countries with inclusive,
holistic and innovative actions

- Strong engagement of the CSOs
- Mapping of regional CSOs networks active in health field

- New networks identified: engaging a
collaboration with the CSOs of the Initiative

COVID-19 RCCE in remote villages,
Senegal, July 2021

communities. It pursues three modalities: direct imple-
mentation through WCOs in Senegal, and Algeria; direct
Implementation through regional networks of CSOs such
as AFRIYAN (African Youth and Adolescent Network):
Kenya (OAY), Zimbabwe (DOT), REPONGAC (Regional net-
work of active NGOs for Central African Countries) in DRC,
Gabon, Cameroon, CADMEF (Association of Deans of Fac-
ulties of Medicine of African French Speaking Countries),
in Cote d'lvoire, Mali, and direct implementation through
national and local CSOs.

COVID-19 PIC in public transportation
by OAY in Kenya
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“The year 2021 has been a difficult year for the entire world. No country
has been spared by the COVID-19 pandemic - health-wise as well as eco-
nomically. Across the world thousands of people have died and many
countries are still struggling. The EU is convinced that we can only over-
come this tragedy through a sincere spirit of solidarity. This is why the
EU and its Member States decided on the onset of the pandemic to join
forces under a “Team Europe” approach and combat the pandemic
through joint global action.

As the EU is a staunch supporter of multilateralism, we did not hesitate
to join hands with the World Health Organization (WHO), first to offer
an international coordinated response through the global vaccination
scheme COVAX and second to mobilise fresh resources to support gov-
ernments’ COVID-19 response in lower income countries by strengthening
their national health systems and countering the socio-economic impact
of the pandemic.

In Botswana, Team Europe has partnered with WHO through a 13 Mil-
lion BWP support to the Ministry of Health and Wellness COVID-19 sur-
veillance and the Public Health Emergency Response by training health
workers and Emergency Response Teams and by the provision of logis-
tical support and supplies. This includes also support for the roll-out of
the vaccination campaign. This support is part of a larger EU humani-
tarian package of almost 900 million BWP financed by our humanitarian
office ECHO for countries in Southern Africa.

You can count on Team Europe for continued support and partnership.”

H.E Jan Sadek
EU Ambassador to Botswana and SADC



