
07:00 - 08:30  Breakfast Follow-up meeting to the recommendations   

  meeting of the Commission on life saving    

    Commodities for Women and Children 

    (To be attended by 19 countries by invitation)

09:00 - 10:30  Agenda Item 10 Disaster risk management: a strategy for   
    the health sector in the African Region   
      (Document AFR/RC62/6) - Subcommittee A

  Agenda Item 11 Road map for scaling up human resources for   
    health for improved health services delivery in   
    the African Region 2012–2025 
    (Document AFR/RC62/7) -  Subcommittee B

10:30 - 11:00   Tea break  

11:00 - 12:30  Agenda Item 12 Consideration and endorsement of the   
    Brazzaville Declaration on Noncommunicable
    Diseases (Document AFR/RC62/8) -    

    Subcommittee A

  Agenda Item 13 Health Promotion: strategy for the    
    African Region (Document AFR/RC62/9) -   

    Subcommittee B

12:30 - 14:00   Lunch break

12:30 - 13:00     Meeting of the Subcommitee on Credentials

14:00 - 15:30  Agenda Item 14 HIV/AIDS: strategy for the African Region   
    (Document AFR/RC62/10) -  Subcommittee A

  Agenda Item 15 Health and human rights: current situation   
    and way forward in the African Region 
    (Document AFR/RC62/11) - Subcommittee B 

15:30 - 16:00   Tea break  

16:00 - 18:00  Side event Decade of Vaccines and GAVI Alliance Update  

18:00    End of day’s session

CCTA-HALL Internet 01 Internet 02

Internet 03 Internet 04 Internet 05

HOTEL DESTINATION DEPARTURE TIME

VICTORIA GARDEN TALATONA 08:00

POR DO SOL TALATONA 08:30

CHIK CHIK TALATONA 08:30

CALOR TOPICAL TALATONA 08:00

HA BH TALATONA 08:00

SUN SHINE TALATONA 08:00

ROSA VALLS TALATONA 08:30

SHON FILL TALATONA 08:30

DECADE OF VACCINES AND GAVI ALLIANCE UPDATE

A Side event will be held today from 16:00 to 18:00 hours in the Plenary 
room, under the following theme: Decade of Vaccines and GAVI 

Alliance Update which will be presided over by the Chairperson of RC62.

Aim of the side event:

To provide an opportunity to share thinking on the GAVI African 
regional priorities; 

To discuss how to translate the Global Vaccine Action Plan strategy 
to implementation at national and regional levels to secure increase 
resources for immunization in Africa.

Programme:

Opening remarks by the Regional Director;

Overview of the Global Vaccine Action Plan;

GAVI update by the Chief Executive Officer;

Discussions;

Closing remarks by the Regional Director. 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS

1. DR JEAN-MARIE YAMEOGO, Representative a.i  TEL.: 912 201 809

2. MR ALBERT MINYANGADOU, Operations Officer,   TEL.: 927 842 852

3. MR HENRIQUE D’ALVA, Chief Transport Officer,   TEL.: 923 302 664

4. MR ORLANDO ZANGA, Travel Officer,         TEL.: 923 302 440

5. MR JOSE CAETANO, Communication Officer   TEL.: 926 564 698

6. MR  JOSÉ DOS SANTOS, UN Field Security Officer  TEL.: 912 320 842

7. MR JULIO CRUZ, UN Security Officer,      TEL.: 912 320 842

8. MR  ABDOULAYE DOUMBIA, AFRO Security Officer  TEL.: 943 056 494

9. UNITED NATIONS OPERATION CENTER,    TEL.: 912 615 941

The RC62 finance team is located in the Event Management Office at 
Hotel Talatona, 1st Floor, Room Girassol 3, to support delegates with basic 
currency exchange needs. 

Working Hours - 8:30 to 12:00 and 14:00 to 19:00 hours.

Contacts

Mr Andres Nzang    TEL: 942 584 983

Ms Manuela Ribeiro   TEL.: 943 689 707

FINANCES

CONSTITUTION OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONSRC62 GUIDE AND IMPORTANT CONTACTS

The Regional Committee appointed the Subcommittee on Nominations 
consisting of the following Member States:  

The Subcommittee on Nominations met on Monday, 19th November 2012 
and elected, Dr. José Vieira Dias Van-Dúnem, Minister of Health of the 
Republic of Angola as its Chairperson.  

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME OF WORK DAY 2:  
Tuesday, 20th November 2012

A travel desk is available at the entrance of the Conference Centre.

Note: Delegates are requested to reconfirm thier tickets through thier respective 
countries.

TRAVEL
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It is with great satisfaction 
that our country hosts the 
sixty-second session of the 
WHO Regional Committee 
for Africa.

We are holding this session 
in the knowledge that the 
health of the citizens of 
our countries is a core 
component of economic 
and social development.  
However, we must 
acknowledge that our 
progress to date has not 

Millennium Development 
Goals by 2015.

We need to persevere in 
order to enhance, with 
quality and equality, universal 
access to integrated health services, for all citizens.

We need health systems to become more solid and geared towards 
promotion, prevention, diagnosis and treatment with a holistic 
vision.  The Angolan Executive has prioritized the prevention and 
control of communicable and neglected diseases the ones that 
most affect our population.

It is now time to pay more attention to noncommunicable diseases, 
violence and injury, both in terms of their incidence and the 
negative impact they have on people’s lives, on society and on the 
economies. 

The incapacity to respond rapidly to emergencies causes loss of 
lives that can potentially affect the socioeconomic development 

resources to the African Public Health Emergency Fund established 

We recognize that we still have a long way to go to ensure universal 
coverage of essential health services to the populations. Health 

because it reduces inequality and irons out social imbalances. 

I would like to reiterate our profound gratitude for the more-

development partners, particularly WHO and other United 
Nations agencies have given us.

EXCERPTS OF THE SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENC Y 

VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA

SHUTTLE DEPARTURE TIME FROM THE HOTELS : Wednesday 21st November 2012

Benin Chad Cote d´Ivoire

Eritrea Ethiopia Lesotho

Rwanda Sao Tome & Principe Sierra Leone

Tanzania Togo Zimbabwe

Internet can be freely accessed without passwords  

WIFI  ACCESS

His Excelency Vice-President of the Republic of  

Angola, Eng. Manuel Domingos Vicente

10. DR ROLAND RIZET, WHO/AFRO, Staff physician        TEL.: 943 352 645

11. DR FERNANDO CASTILLO, UN Physician, Angola  TEL.:  935 177 444 

(Dispensary available on the premises of the Conference Centre)



Two key publications were launched 
yesterday as part of RC62 activities. 

“Health Systems in 
Africa: Community Perceptions 
and Perspectives” is a report of a 
study done in ten African countries. 
The study demonstrates that certainly, 
communities have a clear understanding 
of health and services delivery. 

According to the study, communities 
perceived health to be “physical, mental, 
emotional, spiritual, social and economic 
well-being”. This perception even 

From that perspective, the study 
notes that good health systems 

should therefore be people-centred with policies, knowledge sharing, 
infrastructure access to essential health services and strong community 
involvement. Consequently, the study stresses that people’s perspectives, if 
taken into account by health planners could help improve health systems 
responsiveness and effectiveness in the African Region and this is “the 
untapped potential” that should never be missed. 

Notable recommendation made by study include establishment of a 
mechanism to increase health provider’s awareness about community 
perspective of health; establishment of community-based surveillance for 

detecting and reporting the most common problems; expansion of the 
range health interventions to also address needs of adolescents and older 

out social, epidemiological and health services research; and documentation 
and sharing of best practices. 

The second publication, “Compendium of Public Health Strategies” 

pulls together strategies adapted by WHO Regional Committees 

from 1998 to 2011”.  Arranged around the six Strategic Directions of 
WHO, the publication provides easy retrieval and access to the strategies. 

For each Strategic Direction, the 
publication opens with an Executive 
Summary that highlights the health 
issues that the subsequent strategies 
addresses. The publication therefore 
makes it easy to identify a particular 
strategy, understand the Strategic 
Direction it supports and above all, 
know the action required of Member 
States, WHO and partners for its 
effective implementation.  

Clearly, the publications are an invaluable 
resource which every health workers, 
planner, private practitioner, researcher, 
academician or students must have.

LAUNCHING OF KEY HEALTH PUBLICATIONS

ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN, THE VICE-CHAIRMEN 

AND RAPPORTEURS

09:00 - 10:30  Ponto 16 Implementação do Regulamento Sanitário Internacional na Região Africana   
     (documento AFR/RC62/12) -  Subcomissão A 

  Ponto 17 O Observatório Africano da Saúde: oportunidade para reforçar os sistemas de informação 
     sanitária através dos observatórios nacionais de saúde (documento AFR/RC62/13)) -   
     Subcomissão B 

10:30 - 11:00    Pausa para chá 

        Sessão Plenária

11h00 – 11h10 Ponto 6 (cont.) Relatório da Comissão de Verificação de Poderes 

11:10 - 12:30  Ponto 18 Avaliação do Relatório do Grupo de Trabalho Consultivo de Peritos sobre Investigação e   
     Desenvolvimento: financiamento e coordenação (documento AFR/RC62/14)

12:30 - 14:00    Intervalo para almoço

   Evento Paralelo Almoço de informação das Parceiras Fazer Recuar o Paludismo (para 9 países: Angola, Camarões,  
     República  Centro-Africana, Chade,  Congo, República Democrática do Congo, Gabão, 
     Guiné Equatorial, e São Tomé e Príncipe ) 
14h00 - 15h00 Ponto 18 (Cont.)

15h00 – 15h30    Pausa para chá

15h30 – 17h00 Ponto 19 Optimizar as Iniciativas Mundiais de Saúde para reforçar os sistemas nacionais de saúde
     (documento AFR/RC62/15) 

17h00 – 17h15    Declaração do Representante do Mecanismo de Harmonização para a Saúde em África (HHA)

17h15     Fim da sessão

19h00                               Recepção oferecida pela OMS

EXCERTOS DO DISCURSO DO DIRECTOR REGIONAL DA OMS PARA ÁFRICA 

The WHO Regional Director for Africa, 
Dr Luis Gomes Sambo who also spoke 
on behalf of the WHO Director General 
Dr Margaret Chan, started by hailing the 
Government of Angola for having taken 
up the challenge of organizing the 62nd 
session of the WHO Regional Committee 
for Africa, and for the fact that the country 
had re-established peace, making it possible 
to turn Angola into a real development 
project with tangible results to show from 

the economic, social and cultural standpoint.

He expressed his profound gratitude to the President 
of the Republic of Angola, His Excellency Eng. José 
Eduardo dos Santos for the conditions put in place 
for the holding of Regional Committee and for the 
support given to him for the work of WHO in the 
African Region.

In his speech, Dr Sambo emphasized that average life 
expectancy at birth in the African region is estimated 
at 54 years compared to 68 years at the global level 
and that the African Region, which is  home to about 
12% of the world population, accounted for nearly 
18.6% of deaths that occurred in 2008. He emphasised 
that communicable diseases represents 63% of total 
deaths in the African Region and that diarrhoeal 
diseases, malaria, tuberculosis and child diseases cause 
88% of deaths. Only HIV/AIDS is accountable for 
15.6% of the total deaths in the Region. 

Even so, the WHO Regional Director stressed that 

of HIV/AIDS particularly in reduction of vertical 
transmission of HIV; reduction of malaria morbidity 
and mortality by about 50% in 12 countries of the 
Region; interruption of poliomyelitis transmission; 

mortality from 720 deaths per 100 000 live-births in 
2000 to 480 deaths per 100 000 live-births in 2010. 

Dr Luis Sambo said that chronic diseases, including 
mental disorders and injuries represent nearly 60% 
of the current burden of diseases at global level and 

that the burden of chronic diseases has increased 
rapidly, affecting in particular the poorest and needy 
populations. The majority of these diseases are 
associated with risk factors such as smoking, unhealthy 
diet, lack of exercise and alcohol abuse. He stressed 
the need to strengthen health promotion activities.

In conclusion the Regional Director summed stressed 
following issues:

The health status of the African populations has 
improved in recent years and is expected to keep 
improving;

Economic growth in Africa provides new opportunities 
for successful reform but health systems would need 

Reforms should impact on least-performing 

human resources, health information systems and 
epidemiological surveillance, health technologies, 
research and innovation;

In the decision-making process, account should be 
taken of the opinions and expectations of communities 
and community-based organizations in matters of 
health;

Intersectoral dialogue for health should be 
strengthened through leadership of Ministers of 
Health with a view to promoting social determinants 
and establishing objective conditions that reduce 
inequalities in health and achieve universal coverage of 
health care in Africa.

 Dr Luis Gomes Sambo

Regional Director for Africa

The Regional Committee unanimously elected the following 

Chairman:   Dr José Vieira Dias Van-Dúnem,  
  Minister of Health of Angola

1st Vice-Chairman:  Mr Housseynou Hamady Ba, 
  Minister of Health, Mauritania

2nd Vice-Chairman:  Dr Walter T. Gwenigale   
  Minister of Health and Social 
  Welfare, Liberia 

  Ethiopia, (English)

  Prof. Dorothée Kindé Gazard, 
  Minister of Health, Benin (French)

  Dr Cristina Fontes, 
  Minister of Health, Cape Vert  
  (Portuguese)

OPENING CEREMONY  OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE

The opening ceremony of the 62nd session of the WHO Regional Committee for 

Africa (RC62) took place at the Centro de Convenções de Talatona” in Luanda, 

Republic of Angola, on 19th November 2012.  

The ceremony had the following speakers:

Dr José Vieira Dias Van-Dúnem, Minister of Health of Angola;

Dr Luis Gomes Sambo, WHO Regional Director for the Africa;

His Excellency Eng. Manuel Domingos Vicente, Vice-President of the Republic of 

Angola.

EXCERPTS FROM THE STATEMENT BY THE  WHO REGIONAL DIRECTOR

09:00 - 10:30  Agenda Item 16 Implementation of International Health Regulations (2005) in the WHO African Region 

     (Document AFR/RC62/12) - Subcommittee A

  Agenda Item 17 The African Health Observatory: opportunity for strengthening health information systems through  

     national health observatories (Document AFR/RC62/13) - Subcommittee B

10:30 - 11:00    Tea break 

         Plenary Session

11:00 - 11:10  Agenda Item 6 Report of the Subcommittee on Credentials 
           (cont´d)

11:10 - 12:30 Agenda Item 18 Follow-up of the Report of the Consultative Expert Working Group on Research and Development :  
     financing and coordination (Document AFR/RC62/14) 

12:30 - 14:00    Lunch break

   Side Event Roll Back Malaria Partnerships briefing - (for 9 countires: Angola, Cameroun, Central African Republic,  

     Chad, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Sao Tome & Principe)

14:00 - 15:00  Agenda Item 18 Cont´d

15:00 - 15:30    Tea break    

15:30 - 17:00  Agenda Item 19 Optimizing Global Health Initiatives to strengthen national health systems (Document AFR/RC62/15) 

17:00 - 17:15     Statement by the representative of Harmonization for Health in Africa (HHA)  

17:15     End of day’s session

19:00     Reception offered by WHO 

P R O V I S I O N A L  P R O G R A M M E  O F  W O R K –  DAY 3: Wednesday 21st November 2012


